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Springfield Citizen Police Academy Alumni  
Association Board President, Barb Sward 

 
    Message From Your President 
The holiday season is upon us and I would like to invite you to attend the SCPAAA 
“Breakfast with Santa” on December 11th from 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. at the Wil-
lamalane Adult Activity Center.  The Board and other members have worked hard 
to make this day a success.  Barbara Nichols and Stacey Doll are the co-chairs for 
this event.  I want to thank them for ALL of their time and energy organizing 
“Breakfast with Santa.”  (see flyer in the newsletter) 
 
I also would like to express the Board’s appreciation to Officer Tana Steers who 
supports our program and is so instrumental in all of our successes.  She is a joy 
to volunteer with and she is a  non-stop worker.  She gives of herself completely 
to help us succeed.  Thank you Tana.  We look forward to working with you for 
another year! 
 
The SCPAAA Board and I want to wish you a wonderful and safe holiday.   
 
Barbara Sward, President SCPAAA 
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Needless to say, the year has continued to be fiscally challenging to families, businesses, and local government as we all 
struggle through rather difficult economic conditions.  I am optimistic that history will repeat itself and we will extricate ourselves 
from these economic conditions.   Thank you for the opportunity to express some of my thoughts to each of you.  Recognizing that 
these are my thoughts and concerns, should you have questions I am open to discussing the particular concerns that may be gener-
ated as a result of reducing these concepts to paper. 

The Municipal Jail opened for business on January 29, 2010 and I am confident that we will realize positive outcomes as a 
product of this capability to hold offenders accountable.  Bail from offenders continues to remain at all time highs. Bail is important 
to ensure the appearance of criminal defendants.  Our experience prior to the jail was a high percentage of defendants who failed to 
appear in court, translating to tremendous resource costs to the taxpayers for wasted and repeated resource commitments.  Bail can 
also be used upon convictions to be converted to fines (which previously were often not paid). We are too early in the program to 
reach definitive conclusions, but it does appear that our projected outcomes will be realized. 

We are also anticipating a contractual agreement to house Eugene Municipal Court sentenced offenders.  This is important 
as part of the funding model for Jail operations.  I fully expect that real crime will be reduced as a product of operating a municipal 
jail.  As I have stated many times during the past ten years, the lack of capacity at the Lane County Jail has crippled the Lane County 
Criminal Justice System.  The Police and the Prosecutors are making arrest, lodging and charging decisions based on the availability 
or in reality the lack of availability of jail space.  The court is making sentencing decisions on lack of space, not what is appropriate.  
Offenders are not being held accountable and the result is outrageous costs to us as taxpayers.  The failure to appear in court is cost-
ing millions of dollars annually on wasted and redundant work demands when defendants ignore their court appearances. 

Beyond the reduction of crime the municipal court has experienced a significant increase in recovery of court fines owed by 
defendants to the taxpayers.  We have increased efficiencies in time and effort by not having to transport as many offenders to the 
Lane County Jail, where we all recognize that release from custody is imminent.  

Given the current economic conditions and budget challenges, the effect of operating a municipal jail will be felt in not only 
the reduction of crime, but the reduction of work load demands imposed on police staff.  Because of this, the need to add police offi-
cers and support staff as the community continues to grow will be decreased.  Staffing is the huge cost for operating the police de-
partment and to the extent we can control the growth of personnel, we will experience a corresponding savings of taxpayer dollars. 

Truly, Springfield is a great community to live, work and play as a product of the quality of citizens such as you and I am 
very proud to be a part of that community.   

I am convinced that the effectiveness of your police department is directly related to the quality of citizens within the com-
munity and their willingness to get involved.  Actions by citizens to come to the aid of your police officers serve as a frequent re-
minder of the quality of citizens in Springfield.   

I would continue to remind us all that it is even more important to watch the decisions of Lane County related to the Jail, 
District Attorney, Sheriff’s Office and the Juvenile Department with the reported shortfall of revenue at Lane County.  Your police 
department is dependent upon the services provided by these departments to accomplish its mission.  The continued degradation, 
particularly the District Attorney’s Office and the Lane County Jail have had a direct negative impact to outcomes for the Springfield 
Police Department. 

The police department enjoys tremendous assistance from citizens on a frequent basis and it is important to continue the 
relationship that provides the forum for the unique partnership we enjoy.  The police department is a tool of the community and will 
achieve only that level of success to which the citizens are willing to be involved.  When suspicious or unusual behavior is occurring 
in your neighborhood, it is an important preventive measure to call the police and allow us to at least take a look at the circum-
stances.  Involvement of citizens with the City Council is important to enable the Council to more accurately reflect the wishes of the 
community. 

I consider it a privilege to serve this community and it is my expectation that the members of the Police Department extend 
themselves and provide the very best possible law enforcement services.  I do appreciate comments from citizens, positive or nega-
tive about the perceptions they may have in circumstances involving our staff.  We can only improve when we are able to receive 
feedback. 

As each of you know, I am very proud of the members of your Police Department and I am proud of the community we 
serve and the support we receive and the willingness of our citizens to become involved. 

It is my wish that each of you enjoy a happy and safe holiday season and please remember that I am available to speak with 
any of you or to groups in the community. 
 
Jerry D. Smith 
Chief of Police 
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K9 Korner -By Sgt. Richard Charboneau 
 

 

 

 

Officer DelCastillo and K9 Creck responded to assist Ofc. Burke, who had a suspect run from a bicycle stop. 
Upon their arrival Creck picked up the track which led into a trailer park and subsequently to the porch of a 
trailer.  On the porch were wet shoeprints.  A check by dispatch of persons associated with the residence indicated 
a wanted person.  When Ofc. Burke looked at the photo he identified the wanted person as the same person who 
had fled from him.  The suspect subsequently exited the trailer and was taken into custody.  
 
Officer Keetle and K9 Bronko responded to report of a rape.  The suspect fled the residence and Bronko was 
taken to his last known location.  Bronko located the scent and began following the track.  After about two blocks 
Officer Keetle observed a subject ahead of him walk out of the shadows next to a house.  When the subject ob-
served the K9 team he ran back into the shadows out of sight.  The subject jumped a fence and ran into perimeter 
officers where he was taken into custody.  
 
Officer Kendrick and K9 Cyrill responded up river to assist with a pursuit of three suspects from a home invasion 
robbery.  The suspects fled from the vehicle in Vida and went in different directions.  A long search resulted in 
Cyrill finding one suspect on the river bank.  Just before Cyrill got to him, the suspect jumped in the river.  After 
spending about 20 minutes in the river, he was able to make it to the opposite bank where he collapsed from hy-
pothermia.  He was taken into custody and transported to the hospital.  After searching for the other suspects for 
hours, Officer Kendrick and Cyrill returned to the city.  About 10 hours after their initial response, they returned 
to Vida where a Trooper had located the second suspect.  Cyrill began searching from that location and soon iden-
tified an area by a fence and large tree where strong scent was coming from.  After Officer Kendrick gave re-
peated warnings to come out, Cyrill was allowed to go into the area to bring out the suspect.  He quickly located 
the third robbery suspect who was taken into custody. 
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POLICE HUMOR 
This Article in Lieu of  the “Dumb Criminals” Article 
 
 
The following has been purported to be actual court testimony.   In my research before print-
ing this article I was not able to find any information  confirming or denying that this actu-
ally took place.  

The lawyer was trying to undermine the police officer's credibility .....    
 
Q:  'Officer --- did you see my client fleeing the scene?'    
 
A:   'No sir. But I subsequently observed a person matching the description of the offender, 
running several blocks away.'  
 
Q:   'Officer -- who provided this description?'   
  
A:   'The officer who responded to the scene.'   
 
Q:   'A fellow officer provided the description of this so-called offender. Do you trust your fel-
low officers?'  
   
A:   'Yes, sir. With my life.'  
 
Q:   'With your life? Let me ask you this then officer. Do you have a room where you change 
your clothes in preparation for your daily duties?'  
 
A:   'Yes sir, we do!'  
 
Q:   'And do you have a locker in the room?'    
 
A:   'Yes, sir, ... I do.'  
 
Q: 'And do you have a lock on your locker?'  
 
A:   'Yes, sir.'  
 
Q:   'Now, ... why is it, officer, if you trust your fellow officers with your life, you find it neces-                       
sary to lock your locker in a room you share with these same officers?'   
 
A:   'You see, sir -- we share the building with the court complex, and sometimes lawyers have 
been known to walk through that room.' 
 
The courtroom EXPLODED with laughter, and a prompt recess was called.  
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 News Release 
City of Springfield, Police Department, 230 “Fourth St., Springfield, OR  97477 

Contact:  Tana Steers, Police Department  
(541) 726-3731       www.ci.springfield.or.us 

December 2, 2010 
Contact:  Tana Steers 
(541) 726-3731 
 
 

Breakfast with Santa 
Saturday, December 11, 9am-11am 
At the Willamalane Adult Activity Center 
215 West “C” Street, Springfield 

 

The Springfield Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association is bringing back this beloved tra-

dition.  Breakfast will consist of scrambled eggs, pancakes, bacon, sausage, juice or coffee.  

Activities include craft stations for children, Police K9 Demonstration, Police Officers with 

safety information and police vehicles, live Christmas music and photo opportunities with 

Santa and McGruff the Crime Dog – bring your camera.  

 

Tickets are $6 for an adult and $5 for a child. (12 and under) A child’s ticket includes three 

craft tickets.  Additional craft tickets can be purchased at the event. Tickets must be ordered 

by December 7 by calling Barb at 541-912-8773 or Stacey at 541-554-8188 or by visiting the 

website at www.springfieldcpaaa.org. Tickets will be available for pick-up at the Springfield 

Police Department, 230 Fourth St. Dec. 6-9 from 2p.m. – 6p.m. 

For more information, contact Tana Steers at 541- 726-3731. 
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 Citizen Police Academy 

Don’t Forget to Renew your Springfield 
Citizen Police Academy Alumni  

Association (SCPAAA) Membership  
The SCPAAA fiscal year is also the calendar year.  So it is that time of year again to re-
new your membership.  A membership form can be found on page 9 of this newsletter. 
You can also down load  a membership form or a renewal form from our web-site at 
www.springfieldcpaaa.org .  The membership dues are only $10 a year. 
 
Dues may be paid up to five years in advance. 
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The next Citizen Police Academy will begin in March of 2011.  Applications will be available at the police department and on 
our website.  Applicants must be 18 years or older.  Preference will be given to Springfield residents and people doing busi-
ness in Springfield.  The academy course is designed for citizens from all backgrounds or occupations. 
 
As most of you know, the Springfield Citizen Police Academy is a long established and important police/community relations 
program.  It is designed to provide citizens with a better understanding of the nature of police work and to interact with de-
partment members in a non-emergency setting.  It is also an opportunity for citizens to provide input on police policy, prac-
tice, and procedure. 
 
The 33-hour training program consists of classroom and "hands-on" instruction.  Topics covered include the officer selection 
and training process, the job of the uniformed patrol officer, investigation skills, tactical operation, the canine unit, use of fire-
arms, vice and narcotics, communications, crime scene search, and crime prevention. Students will be actively involved in 
many interesting activities, such as touring police facilities, using police equipment, and firing the department-issued weap-
ons. Graduates of this course will not be police officers, but will be better-informed citizens.  The graduates will be in a posi-
tion to relate their experiences to friends and co-workers. 
 
The course is free.  Each applicant must answer each question on the application form.  To graduate, each student must attend 
at least nine of the eleven classes.  Therefore, prior to applying, applicants must determine whether or not they can attend the 
minimum number of classes for graduation. 
 
If you know of someone interested in attending the academy, have them obtain an application (after January 1)  at the Spring-
field Police Department, 230 Fourth St. or  at our web-site at www.springfieldcpaaa.org .  If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact the Community Services Unit at 541-726-3731, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 
 

SPRINGFIELD CITIZEN POLICE ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD 2010-2011 
 
Board:         Term ends 
 President: Barb Sward        11 
          Vice Pres:     Stacey Doll       11 
 Secretary:     Dan Grimes        12 
 Treasurer: Robert Case        11 

  
 Board Members: 
  Brad Crowson       11 
  Linda Sleutel       12 
  Jack Martin       12 
  Sheryl Grimes       11 
  Barb Nichols      12 
        
Police Liaison:      Tana Steers    (541)726-3731    tsteers@ci.springfield.or.us  
Non-Emerg. Complaints/Records  (541)726-3714    Emergency: 911 
 
To view public police logs: www.ci.springfield.or.us/police/home.html—click on public logs 
 

 

The next Citizen Police Academy to begin in March 
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Police Department  
Calendars Available  

 
The Police Department 2011Calendar is now available. 
(FREE) The calendar contains information about the police 
department as well as the inside front cover contains impor-
tant resource phone numbers. The inside back cover contains 
crime prevention resource web-sites. Calendars will be dis-
tributed at the Springfield Christmas Parade on December 11 
or you can pick one up from the Police Department or the 
Library. 

 

 

 

Services for Victims 
of Fraud and Scams  
 
A volunteer legal group at Lewis & Clark college 
provides services to victims of financial scams. 
Until now, law enforcement has not really had 
any type of useful referral service for the victims 
of the various scams that ultimately involve a 
wire transfer of funds to the scam artist. This 
includes the roommate scams, craigslist scams, 
job offer scams, “your-relative-is-in-jail-send-us-
money” scams, counterfeit check scams, Nige-
ria scams, Romania scams, Quebec scams, etc.  
 
This group is actually prosecuting some of these cases in other parts of the world by contracting at-
torneys internationally. They want to hear from victims.  
The more victims that contact these folks, the more their program is going to grow. They DO NOT 
want law enforcement to tell the victims that their case will be prosecuted and/or that they will re-
ceive restitution. It’s possible, but they do not want the victims calling with false hopes.  
 
If you have been the victim of a fraud or scam contact:  
The Responding to Online Fraud Project  
At 888-768-6556 or at their website at 
http://go.lclark.edu/online/fraud  
 
AND for more info., you can contact:  
National Crime Victim Law Institute  
310 SW 4th Ave., Suite 540  
Portland, OR 97204  CRIME



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Springfield Citizen Police  
Academy Alumni Association 
230 Fourth Street 
Springfield, OR  97477 

 

Mark Your Calendars - 
Important Dates to Remember 

1.  Saturday, December 11 
      Breakfast with Santa - 9am-11am. If you are interested in helping at this  
 Event, contact Barb at 541-912-8773. 
 
2.  Saturday, December 11 
      Christmas Parade—2pm.—If you would like to walk the parade route          
 (with the Neighborhood Watch float) and help pass out the Police De-
 partment calendars, contact Tana at 541-726-3731. 
 
3.  Sat., Feb. 5, 10a.m.– 4p.m., Gateway Mall— 
      Business Expo.  Contact Tana at 541-726-3731 if you can help staff the 

crime prevention booth for a 3 hour shift. 


